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BRISTOL  PORT  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Report  of  tlic  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  of 
the  Chief  Port  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  for  the 
Year  1801. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


Gentlemen, — 


March , 1898. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  PORT  AUTHORITY. 

By  an  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  August,  1894,  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  City  of  Bristol,  acting  by 
the  Council,  are  permanently  constituted  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  for  the  Port  Sanitary  District  of  Bristol,  and 
their  jurisdiction  extends  to  so  much  of  the  Port  of  Bristol 
as  is  comprised  within  the  following  lines  : viz.,  a straight 
line  drawn  from  the  most  westerly  extremity  of  Swallow 
Point  to  the  S,  W.  extremity  of  the  common  boundary  of 
the  Ports  of  Newport  and  Bristol,  and  a line  drawn  thence, 
and  following  the  boundary  of  the  Port  of  Bristol  to  its 
termination  at  the  site  of  the  Severn  Tunnel,  together  with 
the  waters  of  the  said  Port  of  Bristol  within  such  limits, 
and  all  islands,  bays,  harbours,  rivers,  creeks,  and  canals 
within  the  aforesaid  limits.  (See  Map.) 

The  various  Riparian  Authorities  contribute  in  the 
proportions  following,  towards  expenses  incurred  by  the 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  : — 


The  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for  the 

City  of  Bristol  - 907o 

The  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for 

Clevedon  - 2°/e 


The  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  for 
Portishead  - 

The  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  for 
Long  Ashton  - 


47. 

47. 


up  to 

31st  Oct,  1897 
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TONNAGE  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS— arriving  at  Bristol 
Docks  during  1897  (net  register  tons) 

City  Docks  Avonmouth  Portisliead  Total  for  whole  Port 
554,227  233,337  27,712  ...  815,276 

GRAIN  IMPORTS— 

City  Docks,  Avonmouth,  Portisliead,  Total  for  whole  Port 
2,146,047  996.256  223,749  ...  3,366,152 

General  Inspection  of  Ships 

Full  details  of  the  General  Inspection  of  Vessels  are  con- 
tained in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Port  Inspector  of 
Nuisances.  (See  page  12.) 


Infections  Disease  on  Board  Ship 

In  order  to  facilitite  the  acquiring  of  information  as  to 
disease  arriving  on  board  ship,  the  Infectious  Disease 
Notification  Act,  1889.  was  formally  adopted  for  the  Port 
Sanitary  District  of  Bristol  by  the  Council,  on  March  9th, 
1897,  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1897. 
This  Act  replaced  Regulations  previously  in  force  to  the 
same  end. 


The  diseases  im 
Sanitary  District, 

Plague 

Yellow  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Cholera 
Diphtheria 


duded  in  the  Act,  as 
are  the  following  : — 

Membranous  Croup 
Measles 
Erysipelas 
Scarlatina  or 
Scarlet  Fever 


applied  to  the  Port 

and  also 

Typhus,  Typhoid, 
Enteric,  Relapsing, 
Continued  or 
Puerperal  Fever. 


The  Master  or  other  person  in  charge  of  any  ship,  vessel  or 
boat,  is  bound,  under  a penalty  of  Forty  Shillings  in 
default,  as  soon  as  he  becomes  aware  that  any  inmate  of  a 
ship,  vessel,  or  boat  within  the  District  is  suffering  from 
one  of  these  diseases,  to  send  notice  thereof  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Port  Sanitary  Offices,  40  Prince  Street, 
Bristol. 
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Regulations  for  the  Removal  of  Patients  to 
Hospital. 

A draft  copy  of  Model  Regulations  for  the  removal  of 
patients  to  Hospital  from  shipboard,  have  been  submitted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  for  adoption,  but  are  now 
under  discussion,  as  certain  of  the  provisions  of  the  Model 
Regulations  are  not  applicable  to  the  special  circumstances 
of  the  Port. 

Occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

There  has  not  been  a great  deal  of  infectious  sickness 
arriving  during  this  year  by  way  of  the  Port,  but  the 
successful  dealing  with  every  introduction  of  disease  means 
a probable  epidemic  averted. 

A ship  from  Galatz,  Constantinople,  and  Algiers  arrived 
on  October  22nd,  on  which  day  a man  sickened  with 
Small-pox,  which  he  communicated  to  another  man.  The 
cases  upon  developing  were  removed  to  Hospital,  careful 
disinfection  was  carried  out,  and  re-  vaccination  of  exposed 
persons  secured.  No  spread  of  the  disease  occurred. 

This  is  by  far  the  most  frequent  disease  to  be  introduced 
by  ship,  and  a recent  introduction  from  Alexandria  into 
Bristol  (Feb.  11th,  1898)  has  been  successfully  dealt  with 
during  the  present  year,  we  also  notice  that  in  1897  several 
cases  were  carried  to  Cardiff  from  Spain — Lisbon,  Seville, 
Tarragona,  and  Valencia  appearing  to  be  the  infected 
ports. 

Cholera.  Plague  ami  Yellow  Fever. 

These  diseases  are  dealt  with  under  General  Regulations 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  on  November  9th, 
1896.  The  Quarantine  Regulations  in  regard  to  Yellow 
Fever  and  Plague  are  repealed,  and  the  control  of  ship 
borne  Yellow  Fever  or  Plague  is  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Port  and  Riparian  Authorities  under  similar  regulations  to 
those  already  in  force  in  regard  to  Cholera. 
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Under  these  Regulations  the  Officer  of  Customs  will  still 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority 
(Part  II.,  Article  II.),  and  will  detain  ‘•infected”  or 
“ suspected  ” ships  for  twelve  hours  awaiting  Medical 
Inspection. 

Thereupon  the  duties  as  to  Medical  Inspection  and 
Examination  of  crew,  removal  and  nursing  of  patients, 
burial,  disinfection,  forward  notification  of  addresses  of 
persons  leaving  the  ship,  control  over  iufected  bilges, 
ballast  tanks  and  water  supplies,  devolve  upon  the  Port 
or  Riparian  Authority,  exactly  as  in  the  Cholera  Regula- 
tions, which  these  new  Regulations  supplant  and  extend. 

The  signal  flag  to  be  hoisted  by  infected  ships  when 
within  three  miles  of  the  shore,  is  a large  flag  of  Yellow 
and  Black,  borne  quarterly ; the  penalty  for  obstruction  or 
neglect  in  regard  to  the  Regulations  is  £100,  and  £50 
additional  penalty  daily  during  continuance  of  default. 

THE  POUT  OF  GLOUCESTER 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  Map  of  the  Port  Sanitary  District, 
the  deep  water  channel  to  the  Port  of  Gloucester  passes 
through  the  Bristol  District,  and,  as  there  are  no  facilities 
for  the  safe  anchorage  of  vessels  outside  the  entrance  to 
the  Port  of  Gloucester,  vessels  have  to  be  detained,  when 
necessary,  under  the  General  Order  relating  to  Cholera, 
Plague,  or  Yellow  Fever,  at  the  Kingroad  anchorage,  and 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Officers  of  the  Bristol  Port  Sanitary 
Authority. 

The  first  issue  of  Regulations  to  this  effect  was  on 
28th  August,  1890,  dealing  with  Cholera  only;  the  last  is 
under  date  24th  April,  1897. 

Port  of  Gloucester. 

Regulations  as  to  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  & Plague. 

Bristol  1 
and 

Gloucester  J 


Port  Sanitary  Authorities. 
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Briefly,  this  Order  provides  : 

а.  Art.  II.  With  regard  to  ships  bound  to  the  Port  of 
Gloucester,  which  are  brought  up  for  Customs  purposes 
within  the  Port  of  Bristol : — 

The  Bristol  Officers  of  Customs  carry  out  the  duties  of 
Art.  II.  of  the  Regulations  as  if  such  ships  were  bound  to 
the  Port  of  Bristol,  and  are  to  give  notice  to  the  Bristol 
Port  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  detention  of  any  ships 
infected  or  suspected  of  infection.  Thereupon  the  ship  is 
dealt  with  by  the  Bristol  Authority,  and  notice  is  sent  to 
the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

б.  Art.  III.  With  regard  to  ships  bound  to  the  Port  of 
Gloucester,  which  are  brought  up  for  Customs  purposes 
within  the  Port  of  Gloucester  : — 

The  Gloucester  Officer  of  Customs  and  the  Gloucester 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  are  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  the 
Regulations  as  to  detention  and  infection,  and  if  any  ship 
is  found  to  be  “ infected,”  the  Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Autho- 
rity is  to  be  informed  by  the  speediest  method  available,  and 
the  Gloucester  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall  then 
remain  on  board  such  ship  until  she  has  been  moored  and 
anchored,  in  pursuance  of  Article  X.  of  the  Regulations,  at 
the  Bristol  Mooring  Station,  or  until  the  arrival  on  board 
of  the  Bristol  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  then  under- 
takes the  carrying  out  of  the  remaining  provisions  of  the 
Regulations. 

Art.  IV.  The  Bristol  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
will  not  examine  ships  other  than  those  detained  as  above 
by  the  Officers  of  Customs,  unless  he  has  been  requested  in 
writing  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  by  the  Clerk 
to  the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority  on  their  behalf 
to  do  so,  either  in  relation  to  any  particular  ship,  or  to 
ships  generally  bound  to  the  Port  of  Gloucester,  and  for  a 
definite  period  or  until  revoked  or  varied  in  writing. 
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Art.  XV.  Expenses  incurred  by  the  Bristol  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  in  the  execution  of  this  Order  are  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Art.  XVIII.  With  regard  to  ships  which  have  been 
moored  in  or  at  any  of  the  basins,  docks,  quays,  or  wharves 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Gloucester  Port  Sanitary 
Authority,  the  Gloucester  authorities  have  to  deal  with 
such  ships ; but  if  found  to  be  infected  before  they  have 
passed  beyond  the  tidal  basin  at  Sharpness,  and  before  they 
have  commenced  to  discharge  the  cargo,  they  may  be 
ordered  to  be  removed  to  the  Bristol  Mooring  Station  and 
dealt  with  as  before. 

Precautions  against  Plague,  etc 

Dr.  Reece,  a Medical  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  visited  Bristol  in  January,  1897,  with  respect  to 
precautions  against  the  possible  introduction  of  this  disease 
into  England  from  the  infected  districts  in  India. 

Only  a small  number  of  vessels  arrive  in  this  Port  directly 
from  Indian  Ports,  but  there  still  remains  the  indirect 
danger  of  trans-shipped  cargoes  from  home  ports,  e.g.,  of 
Cotton. 


The  English  Ports  having  direct  trade  with  India  appear 
to  be — 


River  Tyne  Ports 

Rochester 

Falmouth 

Swansea 

River  Tees  Ports 

Portsmouth 

Gloucester 

Manchester 

Hull 

Southampton 

Bristol 

Liverpool 

London 

Plymouth 

Cardiff 

Barrow-in- 

Furness 

The  Haven  Master  (Capt.  Parsons,  R.N.)  issued  the 
following : — 

NOTICE  TO  PILOTS. 

February  1st,  1897. 

In  view  of  Instructions  recently  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and 
in  furtherance  of  the  same. 
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Pilots  are  hereby  notified  that  they  are  to  warn  all 
Vessels  from  Plague-infected  Ports  to  anchor  in  Kingroad 
for  Customs  investigation,  precisely  as  in  the  case  of 
Cholera  in  previous  years. 

E.  T.  Parsons, 

Haven  Master. 

No  case  of  Plague  was  introduced,  but  a “ forward 
Notification  ” was  received  from  the  Port  of  Southampton, 
dated  April  7th,  1897,  in  regard  to  a passenger  ex  a troop- 
ship from  Bombay,  on  which  a death  from  Plague  had 
occurred.  This  person  was  kept  under  observation  in  the 
usual  way,  but  nothing  further  resulted. 

On  September  9th,  1897,  the  reported  prevalence  of 
Yellow  Fever  at  Ocean  Springs,  State  of  Mississippi,  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  was  noted,  and  the  ports  in  the 
neighbourhood  put  on  our  list  to  be  watched  ; no  intro- 
duction of  the  disease  occurred.  Yellow  Fever  is  only 
likely  to  acquire  any  footing  in  England  during  exception- 
ally hot  seasons ; but  it  gained  access  into  and  persisted 
for  some  time  at  Swansea  in  1864,  amongst  persons  who 
came  into  direct  contact  with  infected  vessels. 

We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

D.  S.  DAVIES,  M.D., 

J.  C.  HEAVEN,  M.R.C.S, 

Port  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Port  Sanitary  Offices, 

49  Prince  Street,  Bristol. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PORT  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1897. 


Port  Sanitary  Offices, 

40  Prince  Street,  Bristol, 

February , 1897. 

To  the  Bristol  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  render  an  account  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
duties  discharged  during  the  past  year  in  carrying  out  the 
Provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1875, 1885,  relating  to 
Ships,  also  the  Local  Government  Board  Regulations  made 
thereunder  in  respect  ol‘  Nuisances  and  unhealthy  conditions 
found  to  be  in  existence  on  Ships  entering  the  Port,  also  to 
discover  by  enquiry  and  personal  inspection  any  doubtful 
cases  of  sickness  on  such  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of  report- 
ing the  same  to  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; and  in 
carrying  out  the  work  of  removal,  disinfection,  etc. 

The  chief  duties  under  the  head  of  Nuisances  (P.H.A., 
Sec.  110),  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  To  ensure  that  sufficient  ventilation  and  lighting  of 
living  spaces  are  provided  and  kept  in  good  order. 

2.  That  such  living  spaces  are  kept  clean,  dry,  and  in 
habitable  condition,  as  far  as  possible. 

3.  That  all  foul  accumulations  are  removed  from  such 
places,  and  from  lockers,  peaks,  and  store  rooms  connected 
therewith,  or  any  other  place. 

4.  That  such  living  spaces  are  kept  free  from  bad  smells, 
arising  from  any  closet,  peak  paint  or  oil  locker,  or  from 
holds  or  bilges. 
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5.  That  proper  drainage  pipes  or  water  ways  are  pro- 
vided to  carry  off  sea  water  that  may  enter  such  crew 
spaces. 

6.  That  pure  drinking  water  is  provided  in  clean  and 
proper  vessels,  properly  protected  from  sea  water. 

7.  That  any  bad  meat  or  food  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  crew,  is  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

8.  That  overcrowding  is  prevented. 

9.  That  closet  accommodation  is  kept  in  good  order  and 
repair,  and  properly  protected  from  weather  and  sea 

10.  That  all  necessary  repairs  required  to  living  spaces 
shall  be  promptly  done,  and  any  other  defective  or  in- 
sanitary condition  that  may  arise,  shall  be  promptly 
remedied. 

The  duties  in  respect  of  Infectious  Diseases  (P.H.  Act, 
1885,  Section  120  to  130),  require  that  constant  watch  is 
kept  for  suspicious  cases,  as  it  is  occasionally  found  that  a 
member  of  a crew  may  be  reported  to  the  Customs  Officers 
as  having  a cold,  or  some  other  light  ailment,  which  turns 
out  to  be  small-pox  or  some  other  infectious  disease. 

This  necessitates  the  visiting  of  all  Ships  from  foreign 
(and  of  coasting  vessels  when  from  an  infected  port),  in 
Kingroad  or  at  the  River  entrance,  to  supplement  the 
Customs  Enquiries,  also  an  early  visit  after  arrival  in  Dock, 
as  it  is  the  custom  to  pay  off  Crews  as  soon  as  possible, 
when  the  men  disperse  in  all  directions,  so  that  it  might  be 
easy  for  an  infectious  case  in  its  early  stage  to  get  away, 
unless  carefully  watched. 

This  work  takes  up  much  time,  as  the  same  ground  lias 
to  be  gone  over  in  the  case  of  few  ships  as  for  many,  and 
during  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  at  any  Port  from 
which  there  are  regular  arrivals,  the  Officers  are  employed 
on  Day  and  Night  Duty. 
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General  Inspection 

The  total  number  of  vessels  inspected  in  Dock  during  the 
year  was  1645,  or  30  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  difference  was  caused  by  less  British  and  Foreign 
sea  going  sailing  vessels  visiting  the  Port,  whereas  steamers 
have  slightly  increased. 

The  Nationality  of  these  ships  was  as  follows  : — 


British  ...  ...  ...  1521 

Norwegian  ...  ...  68 

German  ...  ...  ...  24 

Italian  ...  ...  ...  4 

French  ...  ...  ...  6 

Swedish  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dutch  ...  . . ...  2 

Greek  ...  ...  ...  2 

Danish  . . ...  ...  4 

Russian  ...  ...  ...  6 

Spanish  ...  ...  ...  1 


1645 

and  they  consisted  of  565  sea  going  and  1080  coasting 
vessels. 

The  sum  total  of  insanitary  condition  found,  shows  a 
slight  improvement  of  0'3  °/0  over  that  obtained  in  1896,  as 
of  the  1615  ships  examined,  282  were  found  to  have  one  or 
more  defects.  This  result  is  evidence  that  the  improve- 
ments obtained  by  Port  Sanitary  Inspection,  in  recent 
years,  is  being  maintained  (for  comparison  see  table  B.) 

The  proportion  of  insanitary  conditions  on  sea  going 
Ships  was  exactly  the  same  as  last  year,  as  of  the  565 
examined,  184,  or  325  had  some  defect  requiring 
attention. 

The  coasting  vessels,  however,  show  a slight  falling  off  of 
0 2 points  as  compared  with  1896,  as  of  1080  examined  98 
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were  defective  ; and  the  difference  in  the  proportion  of 
defects  in  the  two  classes  is  23*5  °/c,  as  against  237%  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  higher  proportion  of  Sanitary  defects  found  in  sea- 
going ships,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  they  are  exposed 
to  more  severe  conditions,  and  that  Coasting  Ships  come 
more  often  into  Port,  and  consequently  receive  more  in- 
spection from  the  various  Port  Inspectors,  who  see  that  the 
necessary  repairs,  cleaning,  painting,  etc.,  is  regularly 
attended  to,  and  the  constant  employment  of  the  same  men 
somewhat  helps  to  the  better  result,  as  the  men  take  more 
interest  in  keeping  their  living  spaces  in  order,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  in  many  of  the  small  Steam  Coasters,  the  space 
and  accommodation  is  limited  often  to  the  bare  regulation 
72  cubic  feet  per  person,  and  as  the  weekly  ration  system 
is  much  in  force  in  this  class  of  vessel  (i.e.,  the  crew  having 
to  keep  their  provisions,  and  live  and  sleep  in  this  space),  the 
result  is  often  not  altogether  pleasant,  but  until  the  Board 
of  Trade  Regulations  are  altered  to  provide  more  space 
per  man,  little  can  be  done  to  improve  matters. 

On  sea-going  Ships  the  condition  of  living  spaces  remains 
about  the  same,  the  barest  accommodation  with  least  cost 
on  old  lines  being  still  adopted,  with  a few  notable 
exceptions. 

Many  masters  have  complained  that  it  is  no  good  to 
make  improvements,  as  the  men  will  not  take  proper  care 
of  their  berths,  but  my  experience  has  been  to  the  contrary 
in  most  cases. 

The  total  number  of  Nuisances  or  Defects  of  all  kinds 
found  on  the  282  Ships  was  352,  of  these  101  were  on 
Coasting,  and  251  on  Sea-going  Ships,  and  as  this  is  35  less 
than  in  1896,  I take  it  that  satisfactory  progress  is 
being  made. 
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These  nuisances  were  comprised  as  follows  : — 

1.  Foul  and  dirty  forecastles  or  living- 

spaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  222 

2.  Defective  ventilation  do.  do.  ...  16 

3.  Water  closets  or  paint  lockers  com- 

municating with  living  spaces  ...  5 

4.  Defective  closets  ...  ...  ...  3 

5.  Damp  beds  caused  by  condensation 

on  unlined  iron  surfaces  over  or 

near  beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

6.  Leakages  into  crew  spaces  ...  ...  64 

7.  Impure  water  supply,  or  dirty  vessels 

for  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

8.  Various  dilapidations  of  fittings, 

casings,  smoke  funnels,  &c.  ...  28 

352 

The  dirty  forecastles  or  other  living  spaces  found  were 
21  less  than  in  1896,  giving  a percentage  of  135  of  the 
total  number  inspected. 

This  is  an  improvement  of  1 per  cent,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  and  43  per  cent,  on  1895. 

No  case  of  insufficient  lighting  came  under  notice,  but 
16  cases  of  insufficient  ventilation  were  dealt  with. 

These  defects  were  mostly  found  in  small  Foreign 
Steamers,  on  which  the  Foreign  Authorities  concerned 
have  not  made  it  a compulsory  measure  ; so  often  the  only 
opening  available  is  the  door,  or  a small  glass  frame,  which 
is  invariably  securely  fastened  up. 

These  defects  were  remedied  on  demand  in  some  cases, 
but  in  others  nothing  was  done,  as  some  of  the  seamen 
strongly  objected  to  fresh  air,  and  the  Masters  treat  the 
matter  as  unimportant,  and  as  these  ships  remain  here  but 
one  or  two  days,  little  can  be  done  with  them  except  to 
to  make  recommendations. 
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Nuisances  caused  by  closets,  paint  lockers,  etc.,  opening 
direct  into  living  spaces  occurred  in  but  5 cases,  and  only 
3 defective  closets  were  found,  which  is  8 and  5 less 
respectively  as  compared  with  1896. 

The  number  of  damp  sleeping  places  from  condensation 
on  unlined  iron  surfaces  was  the  same  as  last  year — 
viz.,  5. 

Leakage  into  crew  spaces  was  dealt  with  in  64  cases,  or 
3 9 per  cent,  of  the  vessels  dealt  with,  and  is  a slightly 
better  result  than  in  1896,  when  the  number  was  70. 

Impure  drinking  water  supplies  or  defective  vessels  for 
same  occurred  in  but  7 cases.  This  is  a considerable  im- 
provement on  previous  years,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  find 
that  Masters  and  Officers  are  paying  more  attention  to 
this  important  matter,  and  do  not  dip  their  supplies  from 
the  river  in  which  they  may  happen  to  be  lying  so  often 
as  was  formerly  the  practice  in  Foreign  Sailing  Ships,  but 
unfortunately  there  are  yet  several  places  where  this  is 
the  only  supply  obtainable. 

Various  dilapidations  of  doors,  fittings,  smoke  funnels, 
cable  casings,  ports,  etc.,  were  remedied  in  27  cases.  This 
is  an  increase  of  13  on  the  previous  year’s  results. 

In  order  to  get  these  nuisances  and  defects  abated  and 
remedied,  it  was  necessary  to  make  282  written  or  verbal 
requisitions  on  the  various  Masters  or  Owners,  and  of 
these  257,  or  91 T per  cent,  were  complied  with. 

A number  of  those  not  accounted  for  sailed  under  Foreign 
Flags,  and  I have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  result. 

These  returns  are  about  the  same  as  those  of  the  last 
five  years. 

When  Owners  have  stated  their  intention  of  complying 
with  notices  at  other  ports,  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  of 
such  place  has  been  notified,  and  the  practice  is  found  to 
be  very  effectual,  as  the  parties  concerned  thereby  become 
aware  that  the  requirements  must  be  complied  with. 
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I beg  to  thank  the  Port  Sanitary  Officers  of  these  ports 
for  the  trouble  taken,  and  for  the  information  sent  as  to 
results. 

The  revisits  required  in  respect  of  these  notices  amounted 
to  372. 

Injustice  to  the  various  Masters  and  Owners,  I have  to 
state  that  they  have  cheerfully  complied  with  the  various 
requisitions  with  but  few  exceptions. 

The  population  of  these  ships  amounted  to  16,384,  it  is 
therefore  evident  that  a very  large  floating  population  are 
receiving  the  benefits  of  Port  Sanitary  Inspection,  as  well 
as  the  protection  the  home  population  derive  by  the  pre- 
vention of  the  spread  of  ship-brought  infectious  diseases. 

No  special  precautions  were  required  this  year,  as  there 
was  no  serious  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases  at  any 
ports  between  which  and  Bristol  there  is  much  trading, 
except  India  and  ports  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  and  South 
America;  the  few  vessels  from  these  places  were  kept  under 
observation. 


Steam  Launch  “Luath.” 

This  boat  was  found  useful  as  tender  to  the  Ship 
Hospital,  and  in  conveying  patients  and  infected  clothing, 
etc.,  from  or  to  Avonmouth  Hospitals. 

She  has  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  kept  in  order 
by  the  Staff  to  the  satisfaction  of  Lloyd’s  Surveyor,  and  is 
ready  for  emergency. 


Ship  Hospital. 


Patients  treated , 1897 — 

Convalescent 
Ship  Case 
Admitted. 


Small  Pox 1 


Discharged 

Cured. 

1 


This  Hospital  is  kept  in  good  order  by  the  Staff,  assisted 
by  the  “ Luath  ” crew  when  required,  and  is  ready  for  use 
at  the  shortest  notice. 
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l'ort  Sanitary. 

TABLE  A. 

SHIP  INSPECTION  AT  BRISTOL,  AVONMOUTH,  PORTISHEAD,  AND  KINGROAD,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1897 
Showing  particulars  of  such  Inspection,  the  Action  taken,  and  Results 
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18 
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Summary. 

Number  of  Ships  Visited  in  Kingroail  or  River  to  prevent  importation  of  infectious  disease  530 

Number  of  Ships  Inspected  in  detail  at  Bristol,  Avonmouth,  and  Portishead  Docks  ...  ...  ...  1645 

Number  of  Ships  on  which  disinfection  was  carried  out  3 

Number  of  revisits  to  enforce  compliance  with  Notices  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  372 

Total  Inspections,  Visits,  etc 2550 


Population  of  Boats  dealt  with  ...  ...  16,384 


20 


No  special  outlay  lias  been  required  except  a small  sum 
for  additional  moorings,  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
Ship. 


Port  Hospital,  Avoiunouth. 

Patients  treated,  1897 — 


City. 

Convalescent  Cases 
Admitted. 

Scarlet  Fever — 

Jan.  1 — in  Hosp’l.  9 

Admitted  ...  33 


Died. 


Discharged 

Cured. 


Remaining 
at  END 
of  Year. 


0 42  0 
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This  Hospital  was  again  useful  in  relieving  the  City 
Hospitals  of  convalescent  cases. 

The  building  is  in  good  order,  and  what  repairs  and  work 
were  required  have  been  done  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Staff 
without  extra  expense. 

Appended  are  tables  giving  particulars  of  work  done. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  DIMOND. 

Chief  Port  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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The  Vessels  unaccounted  for  left  the  Port  and  have  not  been  seen  since,  but  there  is  reason  to  think  the  required  work  has  been  done  in 
most  cases.  It  is  the  custom  of  many  ship  owners  to  get  repairs  done  at  home  or  loading  ports,  and  those  so  done  cannot  be  added 
to  our  returns  for  want  of  definite  information. 


Port  Sanitary.  TABLE  C . 

Infectious  Diseases  on  Ships  during  the  year  1S<)7. 
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Fort  Sanitary.  TABLE  D . 

Return  of  Cases  of  Sickness  reported  to  have  occurred  during  the  voyagi 
or  found  on  arrival  in  Port. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CANAL  BOAT  INSPECTION 
FOR  THE  YEAR  181>T. 

To  the  Bristol  Sanitary  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  3 of 
the  Canal  Boats  Act,  I beg  to  hand  you  a Report  of  the 
work  done  in  carrying  out  the  Provisions  of  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts  and  Regulations  during  the  year  1897. 

The  duties  of  Inspection  are  carried  out  by  the  Chief 
Port  Sanitary  Inspector  in  conjunction  with  his  Ship 
Inspection  work,  which  requires  his  daily  attendance  at  the 
Harbour,  and  he  is  remunerated  in  connection  therewith. 

During  the  year  101  Canal  Boats  were  examined,  and 
of  these  16  were  found  to  have  defects  or  contraventions  of 
the  Rsgulations  according  the  following  list : — 

About  40  Canal  Boats  trade  regularly  to  this  District,  and 
they  are  mostly  worked  by  men  only,  but  occasionally 
women  or  children  are  found  on  them. 

As  the  Boats  are  mostly  worked  in  pairs,  attention  has 
been  given  to  secure  cabin  accommodation  in  accordance 
with  the  Regulation  requirements. 

Particulars  of*  Inspection. 

( A)  — Registration 

All  Boats  examined  were  registered  with  two  excep- 
tions. This  was  secured  upon  notice. 

(B)  — Notification  of  Change  of  Masters 

As  this  is  not  a Registration  Authority,  none  were 
given  or  required. 


(C)  — Absence  of  Certificates. 

This  occurred  in  7 cases,  and  the  necessary  steps  were 
taken  to  remedy. 

(D)  — Defective  Marking. 

One  case  only  required  to  be  dealt  with. 

( E)  — Overcrowding. 

None  discovered  or  reported. 

(F)  — Separation  of  Sexes . 

No  infringements  were  found. 

( G )  — Cleanli  ness. 

The  cabins  were  found  in  good  or  passable  condition 
in  this  respect. 

( H ) — Ventilation. 

The  regulations  were  observed. 

(|) — Painting  Cabin  Interiors. 

In  one  case  it  was  necessary  to  order  this,  and  it  was 
done  in  several  other  cases  without  notice. 

(J)  — Provision  of  Fresh  Water  Vessels. 

The  regulations  were  complied  with. 

(K)  — Removal  of  Bilge  Water. 

I saw  no  case  requiring  my  interference. 

(L) — V otifi cation  of  Infectious  Disease. 

None  was  found  or  reported. 

(M) —  Admittance  refused. 

None. 

(N)  — Dilapidations  and  Leakages. 

In  8 Beats  these  came  under  notice. 


The  total  number  of  contraventions  and  defects  found 
was  19,  and  in  dealing  with  these  it  was  necessary  to  serve 
but  one  formal  notice,  as  the  remainder  were  attended  to 
upon  request  by  letter  or  verbal  instruction. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


S.  DIMOND, 
Inspector  of  Canal  Boats. 


